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Sumihiko Hatusima* : A new epiphytic Vactinium from 
the Ryukyus 

Vaccittium amamksum Hatusima, sp. nov. (Fig. 1.) 

Frutex epiphyticus circ. 20 cm longus, ramosus, cinerascens diffusus vel pen- 


Fig. 1. Vaccinium amamiatium Hatusima bearing a fruit (A). 


Faculty of Agriculture, Kagoshima University. 
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clulus, ramuli dense brevissime hirtelli circ. 1 mm crassi, radicis tuberiferis, tuberis 
subsphericis vel oblongoides 3-7 cm longis et 2-3 cm crassis supra lignescentibus 
intus subcarnosis. Folia coriacea oblongo-elliptica 2. 5-3. 5 cm longa 1-1. 3. cm lata, 
apice obtusa ad summum emarginata basi attenuata, margine integra dr revoluta, 
supra glabra viridia subtus elevata, nervis lateralibus utrinque 2-3, supra obsoletis 
subtus haud distinctis. Petioli circ. 2 mm longi dense hirsuti. Flores breve 
racemosi, racemis ad apicem ramulorum terminalibus circ. 1 cm longis paucifloris 
(1-3), basi perulatis, perulis 3-4, anguste triangularibus pilosis. Raches dense 
brevissime puberuli, Pedicelli 5-7 mm longi apicem versus paulo dilatati cum 
calycibus articulati, basi bracteati et 2 bracteolati, bracteis oblongo-ovatis circ. 
1 mm longis, bracteolis anguste ovatis circ. 0.5-0.6 mm longis. Calycis tubus 
urceolato-campanulatus circ. 0.8 mm longus, limbo 4-lobato, lobis patentibus 
anguste triangularibus apice obtusis ad summum uni-glandulosis, circ. 1 mm 
longis 0.7 mm latis, glabris, margine integris breviter ciliatis. Corolla globoso- 
urceolata circ. 5 mm longa rubescens, intus densiuscule albo-pilosa, apice breviter 
4-lobata, lobis late triangulatis acutis circ. 1 mm longis. Stamina 8, antheris 3 mm 
longis glabris, loculis linearibus a medio sursum distinctis, intus sulcatis, dorso 
medio appendiculatis, appendiculis linearibus ascendentibus circ. 0. 5 mm longis, 
filamentis circ. 0. 8 mm longis pilosis. Stylus columnalis circ. 4 mm longus glaber 
apice vix dilatatus. Bacca subglobosa rubro-purpurea circ. 6 mm longa et 7 mm 
lata apice calycis lobis anguste triangularibus circ. I mm longis coronata. 

Flab. Ryukyus: Isl. Amami-oshima: in the thicket on the ridge between 
Katsuura and Shinmura, alt. 300 m, on a large branch of Cast.anopsi s Sieboldii 
Flatusima, S. Hatusima & S. Sako 23794A, March 26, 1959 (sterile); an epiphytic 
shrub on an enorrnously large trunk of Castanopsis Sieboldii Flatusima in the 
thicket of Hatsuno near Shi'hmura, alt. 280 m., very rare, S. Flatusima & S. 
Sako 23794 (fruiting type), March 26, 1959 in herb. Kagoshima Univ. 

In the general appearance this is most closely related to Yaccinium emar- 
ginatum Flay, from Formosa, but it is easily distinguishable from the latter by its 
pubescent branchlets bearing smaller leaves and its terminal racemose inflores¬ 
cences. This is also near to V. retusum Flook. f. from the Himalayas which has 
larger inflorescences with white flowers and obovate-oblong leaves. The descrip¬ 
tion of the flowers of the present species was based on the living specimen which 
was transplanted from the above type locality to our University at Kagoshima 
city and flowered on the 14th of April, 1961. 
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